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Water use 
climbs as 
drought 
returns 
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MEDALS TABLE 

Nation G S B Tot 

Norway 6 7 4 17 

Germany 9 2 4 15 

Canada 4 5 4 13 

Netherlands 5 5 2 12 

United States 5 12 8 

Japan 0 4 3 7 
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WILL C. WOOD 


FLORIDA 


TURF ROLLOUT 



Workers from Valley Precision Grading roll out some of the first pieces of field turf Thursday at the new Wildcat Sta¬ 
dium. The installation of the 57,600 square-feet of turf is expected to be completed by the end of February. Vacaville 
School District and Will C. Wood officials are expecting the $16 million stadium to be fully completed by the end of 
March or early April. 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Seven Woodland residents arrested in a massive 
multi-state, multi-agency law enforcement operation 



KIMBERLY K. FU - THE REPORTER 


Woodland police Chief Luis Soler speaks at a press 
conference Wednesday in Sacramento about the law 
enforcement crackdown on a Woodland-based criminal 
street gang. 


By Kimberly K. Fu 

kfu @ thereporter.com 
@ReporterKimFu on Twitter 

A multi-state, multi¬ 
agency law enforcement 
crackdown Wednesday on 
Woodland-based organized 
crime that resulted in nu¬ 
merous indictments and re¬ 
lated arrests included seven 
arrestees from that city. 

Operation Silent Night, 
federal officials said at a 
Wednesday press confer¬ 
ence in Sacramento, tar¬ 
geted the Woodland-based 
Varrio Bosque Norteno 
street gang in an opera¬ 
tion that involved 750 law 
enforcement personnel and 
spanned 10 Northern Cali¬ 
fornia Counties along with 
Pittsburgh, Penn, and Port¬ 
land, Ore. 

The operation stemmed 
from a Spring 2016 inves¬ 
tigation that revealed in¬ 
mates in California jails 
and prisons were using 


contraband cell phones 
and social media to direct 
drug and other activities 
in nine counties including 
Sacramento, Sutter, Colusa, 
Yuba, Del Norte, Solano, 
Fresno, Santa Clara and 
Siskiyou. 

“We still have to figure 
out how deep those tenta¬ 
cles go,” said Woodland Po¬ 
lice Chief Luis Soler. “This 
is just the beginning.” 

Yolo County District 
Attorney Jeff Reisig said 
Woodlanders could feel law 
enforcement presence long 
before the raids. 

“Yolo County has been 
especially impacted by 
the violent crimes com¬ 
mitted by the members of 
this gang,” he said. “Guns, 
drugs and violence are the 
trademarks of this gang 
... for many months, the 
shootings and assaults con¬ 
nected with this gang were 
occurring with such regu¬ 
larity in the city of Wood¬ 


land that it felt like we were 
under siege.” 

Of the 18 suspects in¬ 
dicted Wednesday, the 
Woodland-based ones in¬ 
clude: 


■ Raul Barajas, 21, who is 
charged with conspiracy to 
possess with intent to dis¬ 
tribute and to distribute 
controlled substances, and 
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Suspect 
confessed 
to school 
attack 

By Terry Spencer, Kelli Kennedy 
and Tamara Lush 

The Associated Press 

parkland, fla. » The teenager accused of using 
a semi-automatic rifle to kill 17 people at a Flor¬ 
ida high school confessed to carrying out one of 
the nation’s deadliest school shootings and con¬ 
cealing extra ammunition in his backpack, ac¬ 
cording to a sheriff’s department report released 
Thursday. 

The report from the Broward County Sheriff’s 
Office said Nikolas Cruz told investigators that he 
shot students in the hallways and on the grounds 
of Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, north of Miami. 

Cruz told officers he brought more loaded mag¬ 
azines to the school and kept them hidden in the 
backpack until he got on campus. 

As students began to flee, he said, he decided to 
discard his AR-15 rifle and a vest he was wearing 
so he could blend in with the crowd fleeing from 
the school. Police recovered the rifle and the vest. 

After the rampage, the suspect headed to a 
Wal-Mart and bought a drink at a Subway res¬ 
taurant before walking to a McDonald’s. He was 
taken into custody about 40 minutes after leav¬ 
ing the McDonald’s, Broward County Sheriff Scott 
Israel said. 

A day after the attack, a fuller portrait emerged 
of the suspect, a loner who had worked at a dol¬ 
lar store, joined the school’s ROTC program and 
posted photos of weapons on Instagram. 

At least one student said classmates joked that 


DIXON 

City reflects on 
past year, looks to 
new development 


By Jessica Rogness 

jrogness@TheReporter.com 
@JessicaRogness on Twitter 

Dixon’s finances are healthy, and new devel¬ 
opments are on the way, city leaders told those 
gathered Thursday at the old Veterans Hall for 
the annual State of the City address. 

The General Fund reserve for the upcoming 
year is projected to be 57 percent, City Man¬ 
ager Jim Lindley said at the event, hosted by the 
Dixon Chamber of Commerce’s governmental af¬ 
fairs committee with breakfast from Bud’s Pub 
and Grill. 
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SACRAMENTO 


Suspended California lawmaker suing state Senate for reinstatement 


By Kathleen Ronayne 

The Associated Press 

Sacramento » A California law¬ 
maker suspended amid a sexual 
misconduct investigation sued the 
state Senate on Thursday, seek¬ 
ing reinstatement and arguing 
he’s been unfairly treated by his 
colleagues. 

The lawsuit by Democratic Sen. 
Tony Mendoza of Artesia marked 
yet another twist in the Califor¬ 


nia Legislature’s increasingly dra¬ 
matic sexual harassment scandal. 

Two lawmakers have resigned, 
while a prominent Democratic as¬ 
semblywoman is on a voluntary 
leave amid accusations of grop¬ 
ing. 

Mendoza was suspended by the 
Senate Rules Committee in late 
January — days before he was set 
to return from a voluntary leave 
of absence — because the investi¬ 
gation had not yet concluded. 


His lawsuit alleges the suspen¬ 
sion was unconstitutional be¬ 
cause it deprived him of due pro¬ 
cess and his constituents of repre¬ 
sentation in Sacramento. He says 
he has never been told the full 
scope of the investigation and is 
being used as a scapegoat while 
other lawmakers facing miscon¬ 
duct accusations skate by. 

“It is an unconstitutional 
sleight-of-hand where attacks on 
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California Sen. 

Tony Mendoza, 
D-Artesia, announces 
that he will take a 
month-long leave 
of absence while an 
investigation into 
sexual misconduct 
allegations against 
him are completed in 
Sacramento. 

STEVE YEATER-THE 
ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE 


SACRAMENTO 

Innocent inmate 
imprisoned for 40 years 

A former inmate wrongly 
imprisoned for nearly 40years 
says it was the “worst night¬ 
mare." PAGE A8 



CELEBRATE 

Share accomplishments 
with Reporter readers 

Graduations, engagements, 
births, weddings, awards send 
them to: mmurphy@thereport- 

ER.COM. 
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Dow Jones 

25,200.37 (+306.88) 
S&P500 

2731.20 (+32.57) 


71 


Nasdaq 

7256.43 (+112.82) 


GOOD MORNING! 

Have a great day, 

Ken Spradlin. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

Check out what’s going on in 
your neighborhood and the 
community, inside 
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